[Oncoimmunology in old age].
Physiological aging processes of the immune system are associated with an increased susceptibility to infectious, autoimmune and tumor diseases. In accordance with the general demographic development the number of tumor patients in advanced age also increases. An end to this development is not yet foreseeable. In tumor treatment, immunotherapy with checkpoint inhibitors is becoming increasingly more important; however, only a few studies on the efficacy and side-effect profiles in older patients exist so far. In this review article the changes in the immune system in old age and the influence on carcinogenesis are discussed. In addition, the current state of research on the immunotherapy of patients in advanced age who suffer from head and neck cancer is presented.